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All children are
I hope
you allchildren
realize the tremendous impact you have not only at
our

Welcome back unit leaders!
your school site, but across the nation. Just by being a PTA member you are giving a voice to
all children and families as PTA works to promote programs and legislation to benefit students.
You have gone the extra mile by becoming a unit leader! As a PTA unit leader you are not
alone. There are many resources available to support you in your role. Each unit reports to a
council, at your monthly council meetings you will receive information from State and District
PTA. Most importantly you can network with other local leaders to gain knowledge and ideas.
Above the council level is the 31st District PTSA, we serve the entire San Fernando Valley,
Sunland and Tujunga. We hold officer trainings twice a year in fall and spring. Our district
treasurer is holding several trainings throughout the year on various topics. Ana Ruth, our office
secretary can often answer any question you may have or get you to someone who can.
California State PTA has a wealth of information on their website at capta.org. They will also
offer training at the Regional Leadership Conference on October 6th in Camarillo and at the
annual convention to be held in Monterrey, May 16-18, 2019. At the National PTA website
pta.org, you can find information on National PTA programs like Reflections or School of
Excellence. They also have e-learning courses available. Take advantage of all of the
resources available to you. It will give you the opportunity to enrich yourself and your unit and
you will see the results in your students and community.
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Welcome Back!! Creative Kids
is up and running. We had a
fantastic summer, with our
sites at full enrollment capacity.
We started fall session with a
new school. Welcome to
Anatola Elementary Creative
Kids.
We still have childcare spots
available if anyone is
interested. Our other nine sites
are FULL and have waiting
lists. We are currently looking
for qualified people to join our
team, teachers must have 12
childcare units and TA’s don’t
need childcare units.

Theresa Bidner
Tbidner7@yahoo.com
Secretary
Jill Adams
jilladamspta@gmail.com
Council Roundtable Chair
Barbara Smith
barbara.smith@sbcglobal.net

Officer training will be held on Wednesday,
September 26 at Anatola Elementary at 6 p.m.
Set your board up for success! Register today!

Treasurer’s Notes
by Theresa Bidner, District Treasurer
Here are a few basics to follow:
 Prepare the Budget 2018-2019 for adoption by the Executive Board and
Association.
 Present the Annual Report 2017-2018 to the Executive Board and
Association for adoption.
 Coordinate and record deposits.
 Secure two signatures on all checks. Including the president and treasurer,
any two elected officers are authorized to sign. Refer to your bylaws to
determine who is authorized within the unit and council PTA.
 Keep an accurate record of receipts and disbursements in a ledger, which is a
permanent record of the PTA.
 Pay all bills as authorized by the executive board or the association and on
receipt of payment authorization signed by the recording secretary and the
president.
 Remit all council, district, State and National portions of per capita dues
monthly to the council treasurer for your unit.
 Prepare and present a Treasurer’s Report at every meeting of the association
and executive board and at other times when requested by the association.
 Complete and forward all necessary report forms required by California
State PTA for insurance, and file all tax returns and other forms required by
government agencies and upload same to PTAEZ.
Taxes and RRF-1 are due by November 15th. File them as soon as possible.
Follow the Treasurer’s Timeline for important and mandatory due dates.
Treasurer Training on October 17th and December 11th. RSVP to the district office.

MEMBERSHIP
Anna Measles, Chair
We currently have two campaigns occurring:
 Membership Poster Contest which is due to the District Office by October 15no later than 4 PM.
 Membership Incentive: 5% increase over your membership as of
October 15th last year.
There are flyers available in the District Office for both.
Membership total as of the end of the 2017-2018 school year was 22,219, a deficit of 1,540
from the previous year.

Electronic Membership
California State PTA has partnered with TOTEM to design and develop an
electronic membership system specifically for PTAs in California. More than
30,000 members have joined using the electronic platform.
Congratulations to all our 31st District PTA/PTSA units that have signed up to
use the electronic membership system TOTEM! – JOIN ONLINE NOW!
 Robert Frost
 Patrick Henry
 Valley Academy of Arts & Science
 Granada Hills Charter High School
 Haskell Elementary
 Darby Elementary
 Porter Ranch Community School
 Andasol
 Beckford
 Vintage Magnet
 Holmes Middle School
 Dearborn
 Topeka Drive
 Nobel Middle School
 Porter Middle School
 Calahan
 Superior










Cleveland
Chatsworth Park
Valley Alternative
Stanley Mosk
Emelita
Chase
Chandler
Rio Vista

BYLAWS
Linda Ross
Each month a handout is distributed to the units through the council
presidents informing you of when your bylaws are due. If yours are due,
please form your bylaws committee to review them and submit through
channels.
After you receive them back from State, you must vote to accept them at
your next association meeting and the president and secretary must sign
the signature page. A copy of this page must be sent to your council and to
31st District PTSA.
Until they are approved by your association, they are not official, and
you must adhere to your previous bylaws until they are approved.

Thank you to everyone that helped to make our first Council vs.
Council event a success. A great time was had by all and everyone
had the opportunity to meet the California State
President Dianna MacDonald and VP of Legislation Lea Darrah.
Valley Hills Council had the most attendees. Shaina Bogorad from
Valley Gateway Council was the winner of PTA Jeopardy.

What’s Happening in Your Community?
Priya Bradfield, VP of Community Concerns & Health
October is National Bullying Prevention Month: http://www.pacer.org/bullying/
October 23-31, 2018 is Red Ribbon Week! Check out http://redribbon.org/ for this year's
national theme and a planning guide with great ideas and activities.
In 2011, Governor Jerry Brown signed AB 1156. According to the CA State PTA who
sponsored this bill, this legislation requires training of school-site personnel in ways to prevent
bullying and it gives victims of bullying priority for transferring out of a school where severe
bullying has taken place.
We all know that bullying can have dire consequences at school. Students who are bullied are
at risk for poor school adjustment, sleep difficulties, anxiety, depression, and more health
problems. This can lead to thoughts about suicide, increased behavior problems, and difficulty
concentrating and learning.
Preventing bullying starts with a positive environment. Take a look at https://capta.org/focusareas/community-concerns/bullying-prevention/ for lots of resources on preventing bullying. But
what can a local PTA or PTSA unit do? Things like campus beautification can be a great place
to start! A little bit of color, a few positive messages either in the form of a mural or posters on
the wall can make a big difference in a school environment. Take a look at a recent video on
USA Today’s section called “HumanKind” about a middle school and their teachers who decided
to beautify the students’ bathrooms to make sure they know that they are never alone:
https://www.usatoday.com/videos/news/humankind/2018/09/07/middle-schoolers-find-supportunlikely-place/1221194002/
November 13 is World Kindness Day. https://www.randomactsofkindness.org/for-educators has
great resources for educators with free lesson plans for K - 8 and High School.
Another great idea to help prevent bullying and create a positive learning environment is to start
Kindness Days. A little bit like Spirit Days, designate a day where kindness takes center stage!
A great day to start this is on November 13th, which just happens to be World Kindness Day!
One idea is to ask if your PTA can designate a bulletin board where teachers are welcome to
highlight students who were caught being kind. Simple colored post-it notes or index cards
willed with notes of how “John B in 3rd grade was caught helping a student to the nurse’s office”
or “Susie P in 7th grade was caught lending a pencil to a fellow classmate who forgot theirs” can
really inspire other kids to step up their kindness game. And it might make teachers and staff
more aware of how much kindness already goes on unnoticed in school.
Thank you for all that you do to help make your school a safe one for all students.

31st District PTSA
“HALLOWEEN BASH”

Membership Dinner and Association Meeting
Tuesday, October 23, 2018
Knollwood Country Club
12040 BALBOA BLVD., GRANADA HILLS, CA 91344
6:00 p.m. Registration
6:30 p.m. Meeting
$48.00 per person*
Tickets purchased by Friday, Sept. 21 at 4p.m. are $48 per person.
Tickets purchased between 4 p.m Sept. 21 and 4 p.m. Friday, Oct. 5 are $53.00 per
person.
The absolute deadline is 4 p.m. on Oct. 5 No tickets will be sold after that date.
ALL RSVPS WITH PAYMENT MUST BE RECEIVED IN THE DISTRICT OFFICE BY THE
DEADLINE!
BUFFET DINNER
We will be holding a raffle with tickets at a cost of 6 tickets for $5.00, 12 tickets for
$10.00, and 35 tickets for $20.00—COME JOIN THE FUN!!!
Invite Board Members, Administrators, Teachers and Student Representatives
**This is a legitimate PTA expense**
Free Self-parking
Business of the Organization
BRING YOUR MEMBERSHIP CARD
(2017-2018 card is valid until October 31, 2018)
---------------------------------------------------- (tear-off) ---------------------------------------------------PAYMENTS DUE no later than
4:00 p.m. FRIDAY, OCT. 5, 2018
School: _______________________ Council: ____________________
Contact Name: ______________________________Phone: ________________
Address: __________________________________________________
Email________________________________________
Total Number of Tickets: ____ @$48 each or at $53 each= $_____total enclosed
**NOTE** NO WALK-INS OR PAYMENTS AT THE DOOR
NO RESERVATIONS WILL BE ACCEPTED AFTER OCTOBER 5TH!
Please return tear-off with a check payable to:
31st District PTSA
17445 Cantlay Street Van Nuys, CA 91406.
If you wish tickets to be mailed to you, please include self-addressed, stamped envelope.
PLEASE DON’T MISS THIS WONDERFUL ANNUAL EVENT CELEBRATING MEMBERSHIP.
RSVP BEFORE THE DEADLINES

COUNCIL CORNER
Barbara Smith
North West Valley Council President
Council Roundtable Chair
North West Valley Council has hit the ground running. Every unit has stepped up and
started their membership campaigns. They are mixing traditional membership drives
with the new Electronic Totem Membership Platform with almost 80% of the units now
on-line. More are joining everyday. The units are offering many different types of
incentives to join their local PTA units that range from Movie and Popcorn Nights, to Ice
Cream Socials, even combining PTA memberships with their Direct Appeal Campaigns
which has increased membership!
The new closed campus policy LAUSD has implemented has made it more challenging
for the units to recruit, communicate, and meet parents, but they are reaching out
through social media and school websites. They are incorporating more off campus
restaurant nights/Skateland activities to meet and greet. Sign in tables are being set up
at every school event for volunteer sheets to staff future events, to answer PTA
questions and hand out membership materials.
Some of the units have had to address the TB Tests and Fingerprinting policy that
LAUSD requires. As guests on each campus it is our policy to follow the LAUSD policy.
At our meetings we are educating our Presidents that identifying anyone with TB is
critically important as it is an airborne disease that affects the lungs, if left untreated it
kills about half of those infected. And as for the LiveScan - is it critical because it will
identify anyone with a criminal record who should not be on our campus’. It is all about
safety. So yes, it is expensive and inconvenient but it is also not optional.
I attended the Northridge Chamber Education Connection Meeting. I was able to meet
with local business leaders and I have set up speakers for my next three meetings to
come and present to our North West Valley Council Meetings.

UPCOMING EVENTS

Join California State PTA leaders, local officers and volunteers for
a day of leadership training, workshops, table talks and networking designed to
help you succeed in your PTA leadership role. For just $25, you’ll learn new skills to
help you and your PTA succeed. (Includes breakfast and lunch.)

31st District will be holding our first Bunco Night on 11/7 at 7pm. Come support our
Music Scholarship program while having fun. More details to follow.

Jennifer Jones, Chair
This is the 50th anniversary of the PTA Reflections program. The theme this year is "Heroes Around Me." I
will be doing the district training on the 26th. District Collection will be on November 29th (the
Thursday after Thanksgiving break) at the PTA District Office from 9:30-4:30. Each unit may submit
up to 4 pieces from each category (elementary gets 2 primary and 2 intermediate). All forms must be
completely filled out including parent and artist signatures. A District Gala will be held early 2019, date
TBD.

CONVENTION
SAVE THE DATE!
May 16-18, 2019 in Monterey, CA
Please budget to send someone to attend this very worthwhile training opportunity!

A DV O C A C Y A ND L E G I S L A TI O N C O N F E R E N CE CA L L S
Connect with the California State PTA Legislation Team on issues and bills concerning your
school, community and the state. This is a great way for you to learn more, just listen in on the
call.



CONFERENCE CALL SCHEDULE
September 24, 2018 at 7 p.m.
October 22, 2018 at 7 p.m.
November 26, 2018 at 7 p.m.
January 28, 2019 at 7 p.m.
February 25, 2019 at 7 p.m.
March 25, 2019 at 7 p.m.
April 22, 2019 at 7 p.m.
May 28, 2019 at 7 p.m.





CALL-IN INSTRUCTIONS
Conference Dial-In Number: 1 (641) 715-3276
Participant Access Code: 604265#
To mute or unmute during the session, press *6.









HEALTH AND COMMUNITY CONCERNS CONFERENCE CALLS
Connect with the California State PTA Health and Community Concerns Team on issues
concerning your school, community and the state. PTA leaders will hear from the Vice President
for Health and Community Concerns Shereen Walter as well as members of the Health and
Community Concerns Commission.











CONFERENCE CALL SCHEDULE
August 15, 2018 from 7 — 8 p.m.
September 19, 2018 from 7 — 8 p.m.
October 17, 2018 from 7 — 8 p.m.
November 28, 2018 from 7 — 8 p.m.
January 16, 2019 from 7 — 8 p.m.
February 20, 2019 from 7 — 8 p.m.
March 20, 2019 from 7 — 8 p.m.
April 17, 2019 from 7 — 8 p.m.
May 22, 2019 from 7 — 8 p.m.
June 19, 2019 from 7 — 8 p.m.

CALL-IN INSTRUCTIONS
 Join from PC, Mac, Linux, iOS or Android: https://zoom.us/j/988996849
 Or iPhone one-tap:
US: +16699006833,,988996849# or +14086380968,,988996849#
 Or Telephone:
For higher quality, dial a number based on your current location. US: +1 669 900 6833
or +1 408 638 0968 or +1 646 876 9923
 Meeting ID: 988 996 849

MUSIC SCHOLARSHIP
Thirty-First District PTSA has been awarding Music Scholarships to talented
secondary students in the San Fernando Valley/Sunland & Tujunga for over 50
years. This program is financed solely by donations from our units, councils, and
individuals. Please help us sustain this very worthwhile program by sending any
donations to 31st District PTSA, 17445 Cantlay St. Van Nuys, CA 91406. We
appreciate your Support.
More information will follow regarding applications to the program.
We urge all secondary unit PTA presidents to encourage their students to apply for
Thirty-First District PTSA’s Music Scholarship Program. Our District is full of
very talented students, and we’d love to showcase as many of them as possible.

DATES TO REMEMBER! MARK YOUR CALENDARS!
September 26

District Training

October 6

Regional Leadership Conference

October 23

Association Meeting/Membership Dinner

November 7

Bunco Night

November 29

Reflections Entries Due to District

May 16-18

Convention in Monterey

